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Erin Janssen, RN and Stephanie Ondrusek, RN
review a patient’s electronic stip at the bedside.

WISH staff delivers their own ‘baby’

On Aug. 18, Parkland’s Labor & Delivery changed, although you probably wouldn’t be able to tell just by walking
through the unit. Obix, a perinatal data system, was implemented and is now used by caregivers to monitor multiple
patients at the bedside or from the nurses’ station. Thanks to new technology, staff can view up to four patients in
real-time and be ready to respond quickly the second an issue arises. Before the system was implemented, nurses would
go room to room to check on patients. Now, information is available right at their fingertips, thus enhancing patient
safety and staff efficiency.

"It takes nine months to have a baby and it took us eight months to complete this project, which was like our baby,” said
Todd Romanow, Senior Project Manager in IT. “It's been rewarding to see the impact it's already had on little lives.”

Before a baby is delivered, the mother wears a fetal monitor, often for up to 10 hours. The monitor produces a type
of medical record, called a strip, which would have to be saved for at least 18 years after the child is born. Parkland was
producing and storing about 38,000 strips annually causing space constraints and access difficulty. What's more, the
paper strips begin to degrade after five years, leaving no record to refer back to if needed.

Electronic archival using the new program provides staff faster access to the clinical data. The electronic strips can be
saved indefinitely and can be reviewed for teaching purposes.

“Our labor and delivery unit never stops or has the opportunity to slow down, so you can imagine the tremendous
effort it took to successfully implement this program on time and without interruption to patients,” said Glenda
Lemons, Director of Nursing in WISH.

Staff from all over the hospital worked to make the Obix go-live possible. IT, Biomed, Facilities, WISH, Nursing
Infomatics, Purchasing, Legal and others played an intregral role.

Heather Ortiz, WISH Team Lead for the project, credits all the staff involved for the successful implementation.

“Everyone involved was willing and eager to use the new system. It was truly a team effort and would not have
happened without us working together,” she said.

There are currently 119 fetal monitoring displays in different locations throughout Labor & Delivery, L&D Triage, OB
Complications Clinic and 5 South. This project served as a significant step toward the goal of paperless medical records.






